PREFATORY NOTE

THIS book is the outcome of a conversational sug-
gestion that the time was ripe for a fresh review of
our general ideas of social organisation from the
constructive standpoint. A collection of essays by
contemporaries actively concerned with various
special aspects of progress was proposed, and then
the project was a little enlarged by the inclusion
of a general introduction which should serve as a
basis of agreement among the several writers. This
introduction, which is now the first paper in the
volume, was written and copies were made out and
sent by Lady Warwick, Mr, Wells, and Mr. Taylor
(who are to be regarded jointly as the general
editors) to various friends who seemed likely to
respond and participate, and this book came into
being, A sort of loose unity has been achieved by
this method; but each writer remains only responsible
for his own contribution, and the reader must not
fall into the very easy mistake of confusing essays
and suggestions with a programme We were not
able in the time at our disposal to secure a sympa-
thetic writer upon the various problems arising out
of racial difference, which remain, therefore, outside
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